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Tue Twentiera ANNUAL MEETING of 
the Unitarian Sunday-school Society will 
be held at Greenriztp, Mass., on Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, Oct. 14 and 16. 

The address will be delivered by Rev. 
William P. Tilden, of Boston. 

The topics selected for discussion are, 
“‘The Sunday School: its practical worth,” 
and ‘* The Model Sunday School; ” and 
the question, ‘‘ What do you teach?” will 
be proposed for such answers as may be 
given. 

The Unitarian society in Greenfield, Rev. 
J. F. Moors, pastor, extends a cordial in- 
vitation to all interested in Sunday-school 
work, to their hospitality. 

Further particulars of the meeting, rail- 
road arrangements, &c., will be communi- 
cated by circular, or through the Unitarian 


papers. 

Shall there be a large attendance at the 
We sincerely hope 
so. We would urge upon superintendents 
and teachers the importance of their attend- 
ance. It is not entirely the good that may 
be gained there, that makes it desirable that 
all should attend; but it is the impetus that 
will be given to the Sunday-school cause. 
What a grand thing it would be to fill 
Brother Moors’s church to overflowing with 
earnest Sunday-school workers; to get up 
an enthusiasm there that should work into 
all our churches, and, for once, turn the 
eyes of Unitarians towards their Sunday 
schools ! 

The meeting at Manchester, N.H., last 
year, was about the best Sunday-school 


aol 


meeting this Society has ever held. It was 
a good working meeting, and an inspiring 
meeting. It had an invigorating power on 
all who attended, and sent down a good in- 
fluence into the Sunday schools. But this 
time we must have a better meeting still. 
The Sunday school does not occupy the 
prominent position it should in our churches, 
and is not doing one-half it might for those 
who attend; and hardly begins to cover the 
field of operations it should. 

Let teachers feel that beyond the mere 
teaching they are called upon to do, they 
have a great and noble cause to sustain. 
They know, better than all others, how 
poor the Sunday-school accomplishment is 
in comparison with their desires. They 
know the difficulties they have to meet, 
through the indifference that surrounds 
them. Let them take hold together; and, 
through concentrated action, remove that 
indifference, and clear the way for better 
work than has ever been done. 

And, ministers; you that are interested 
practically in your Sunday schools, and you 
who are interested only theoretically, or 
not at all; go to Greenfield, and give the 
results of your observation or your thought, 
and help to make the meeting what it should 
be, a wise meeting, a practical meeting, a 
stirring meeting, — one that shall show the 
rising of the tide, and mark a new era in 
our Sunday-school work. 

Our Greenfield friends have large hearts 
and comfortable homes. They will receive 
all that come. The more their hospitality 
is taxed, the better they will like it. Let 


it be taxed to the utmost. The largest and 


most enthusiastic Sunday-school meeting 
that has ever been held will be as agreeable 
to them as to us. 
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LESSON I. 
THE GALILEAN MINISTRY. 


1. Reasons for a Review. We have 
reached the end of the ministry of Jesus 
in Galilee. He is about to leave Galilee to 
return no more. It is, therefore, essential 
to look back upon the work he has done in 
this region, that we may have a distinct 
impression of his aim, know something of 
what he accomplished, and realize the cir- 
cumstances under which he turns his face 
towards Jerusalem. 

2., A Good Method to Follow. Let there 
be a general lesson. The superintendent, 
or some teacher designated and prepared 
for the exercise, with a good map of Pales- 
tine in view of all the school, might con- 
duct the lesson as follows. A scholar is 
called to stand before the map, pointer in 
hand. The superintendent asks: ‘‘ Where 
was the home of Jesus in Galilee?” The 
scholars all answer, ‘‘ At Nazareth.” The 
scholar at the map points out Nazareth. 

Supt. “What is the first statement in 
regard to Jesus after reaching manhood?” 

School. ‘‘He went to the Jordan to be 
baptized by John.” The probable route is 
traced on the map by the pointer. 

Supt. ‘‘ What did he next do?” 

School. ‘*He went into the wilderness 
alone.” The location of the wilderness is 
shown. 


Supt. ‘‘ What did he do when he left the 
wilderness ? ” 

School. ‘‘ He returned to Galilee, visiting 
Cana and Capernaum.” His route is traced, 
and the location of the places shown. In 
this way the whole lesson might be gone 
through with, occupying, perhaps, about 
twenty minutes of time. It will, however, 
be very necessary that the superintendent 

_and scholar be thoroughly prepared, and 
each ready for his part. ‘There must be no 
time lost in consulting the lesson-paper, or 
in looking out the places on the map. What- 


ever is obscure must be made clear before-’ 


hand; or the whole Sunday-school hour 
might be spent on the lesson, and unprofi- 


tably spent for the reason that the attention 
of the school could not be held. The main 
thing connected with these movements 
might, if thought desirable, be brought out 
in the general lesson, but there should be 
no dwelling upon matters of detail. 

The general lesson over, the class exer- 
cise may be devoted to the proceedings of 
Jesus in connection with these movements, 
if this has not been done; and to the results 
which came out of all this earnest work. 

3. The Time occupied in Galilee. In re- 
gard to this there are many opinions. After 
Jesus returned from the wilderness, and had 
attended the marriage feast at Cana, he 
went to Capernaum, and from Capernaum 
went to Jerusalem to a passover. » For 
this two or three months must be allowed. 
The next time he went to Jerusalem the 
Bethesda scene transpired. If this was at 
a passover, another year must have elapsed. 
There was a passover which Jesus did not 
attend; and now, at the close of the Gali- 
lean ministry, a passover is approaching. 
Nearly two years more must therefore have 
been occupied. Up to this time, Jesus had 
made three journeys to Jerusalem, occupy- 
ing, perhaps, from two to four months. 
This mode of reckoning would make the 
time spent in his ministry in Galilee about 
three years. This accords with the opinion 
of many harmonists. But, if the Bethesda 
scene is to be connected with the Feast of 
Purim, as some harmonists think; and the 
passover which Jesus did not attend was the 
one which occurred a month after that feast, 
then his Galilean ministry was only two 
years in length. In either case there are 
special difficulties to be met with ; and there 
is no possibility of definitely settling the 
question of time. The great body of har- 
monists, however, unite in giving to this 
ministry a length of two or three years. 
There are those who give less time, and 
some who give more. 

4. Capernaum. When Jesus was ready 
to enter fairly upon his work, he made 
Capernaum his home. This city was there- 
fore the centre of his operations. From 
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this city he went out on all his journeyings, 
and to this city he returned. It may not 
have been solely because he was expelled 
from Nazareth that Jesus selected Caper- 
naum for his home. The former was a 
quiet village removed from the great lines 
of travel, while the latter was a populous 
city, in the neighborhood of prosperous vil- 
lages, and on the route of travel between 
Damascus and the Mediterranean. It is not 
strange, therefore, that Jesus, on the com- 
mencement of his active ministry, should 
make his home in some such central posi- 
tion. 

5. The Plan of Jesus. That he had a 
plan we may be sure. The first thought 
might be that Jerusalem, the head-quarters 
of the Jewish nation, whither all the tribes 
went up to the great feasts to join in the 
ritual of its magnificent temple, where were 
the Jewish schools, and where centred the 
hopes and glory of the Jewish nation, 
_ would be the place to enter upon the great 
work that Jesus was led forth by the spirit 
to undertake. But the second thought 
would be, that just here would be the most 
difficult of all places to find lodgement for 
the new word. It is not in the centres of 
power that reforms commence. It would 
be in Jerusalem that all influences would 
combine to influence the people madly to 
resist innovations. Jesus must go to Jeru- 
salem; but his work at first must be done in 
his own Galilee, where the people were less 
under rabbinical and priestly sway, and 
more open to fresh utterances of truth. 
Whatever the modes of operation suggested 
to the mind of Jesus, there is no doubt that 
he reasoned wisely in choosing Galilee for 
the field of his early labors; in the location 
he there chose, and in the methods he 
adopted to reach all the people. He would 
organize a band of disciples to carry on his 
work, and gather followers to his standard, 
before he faced the full power at Jerusalem, 
where he felt he himself must perish, thougl 
he knew his cause would triumph. 

6. The Completeness of the Work in Gali- 
lee. Only a cursory view of the movements 


and proceedings of Jesus is necessary to 
show the thoroughness with which he visited 
all parts of Galilee, and reached all classes 
of people. Each circuit is not to be taken 
as covering the whole of the province; but 
the three, no doubt, included all Galilee. 
Many places must have been visited two or 
three; and some, several times. Then at 
Capernaum, where Jesus taught so much, 
the audiences must have been made up of 
different persons on different occasions. It 
would seem as if nearly all the inhabitants 
of Galilee must have seen Jesus, and at 
some time heard his words. 

7. The Results. Jesus was no doubt dis- 
appointed in not producing a deeper and 
more permanent effect upon the people. 
They heard him gladly enough. They 
crowded about him with their sick, and be- 
sought his healing touch. He never lacked 
an audience. Go where he would, a crowd 
was sure to gather. There was a class led 
on by Pharisees from Jerusalem, who 
sneered and opposed. But the great body 
of the Galileans recognized Jesus as a man 
coming in the guise of the old prophets, 
and were always ready to listen. But they 
did not take his words into their souls. 
They could not comprehend a kingdom of 
God that was to be established through per- 
sonal righteousness, though they had dim 
notions of a kingdom that was to be set up 
through the divine power of one to come, 
and sometimes thought that Jesus might be 
he. They looked for its coming, and saw 
no sign. So they lost faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, and only wondered the more what 
he was. Only a few were drawn to walk 
with Jesus that path of self-denial he so 
continually pointed out. 

The result seemed to be that the Galileans 
were not generally in opposition to him. 
Their towns and villages were open to him, 
excepting Nazareth, the place of his old 
home. Nowhere else did violence assail 


him. But the people were in a state of 


doubt. The more worldly and active class 
became indifferent. Only a few received 
his truth as a living power in their hearts, 
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and were ready to follow whither it should 
lead them. This greatly saddened Jesus. 
To him crowds were nothing, only as he 
gould sow the seed which should germinate 
and blossom out into a diviner life. 


LESSON II. 


THE LAST VISIT TO CAPERNAUM. 


1. Time of this Visit. That there was a 
last visit to Capernaum is certain. The 
question is in regard to the time of this 
visit. Although there is no reference made 
to a return to Galilee after the Feast of 
Tabernacles; there is good reason for think- 
ing that such a return was made. The Feast 
of Tabernacles was early in October. Jesus 
was at Jerusalem at the Feast of Dedica- 
tion (John x. 22), which occurred towards 
the middle of December. In Johu’s Gospel 
the time between these two feasts is unac- 
counted for. It is therefore supposed that 
Jesus returned to Galilee soon after the 
former feast, and from there made that 
public departure, which Luke describes, 
characterized by the sending forth of the 
seventy. 

2. The Stay at Capernaum. If Jesus 
returned to Galilee, he undoubtedly went 
to his old home at Capernaum. His stay 
there must have been short, as only six or 
eight weeks’ time elapsed between his last 
appearance at Jerusalem after the Feast of 
Tabernacles and his appearance at the Feast 
of Dedication ; and his progress on his jour- 
ney back was necessarily slow, as his object 
was to declare the word of the kingdom of 
God in as many places as possible. That 
he formed some general plan of the route 
to be followed, and of the mode of pro- 
ceeding on the way, while he was at Caper- 
naum, we can easily believe. He continued 
there his instruction to his followers, and 
made selection of that band of seventy 
faithful ones who were to go before him, 
announcing his coming, and preparing the 
people to receive him. His work in Galilee 
had been done. His next duty was to go to 
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Jerusalem, well knowing that there he must 
suffer, yielding up all for the truth, and 
that salvation of men which would be pro- 
duced through the coming of truth into 
their souls. But he would work, putting 
forth his utmost power while it was yet day. 
It was with the impression of suffering at 
Jerusalem strongly upon him that he pre- 
pared to leave Galilee and travel towards 
that city, leaving in every region he could 
reach on the way his divine message. 

3. The Woe. When it was that Jesus 
pronounced a woe upon Chorazin and 
Bethsaida, is uncertain. It would seem 
from Luke that it was in the course of 
the instructions to the seventy. Mat- 
thew speaks of it as upon another occa- 
sion. It seems entirely natural to connect 
the utterance of Jesus in regard to these 
cities with this last visit. As far as they 
were concerned, his work was done. They 
had enjoyed his ministrations as no other 
cities had done, and yet but little impression 
had been made upon the people. They con- 
tinued in their old habits, and would not be 
lifted out of their low range of ideas. The 
condition of things in these chief Galilean 
cities could but produce a depressing in- 
fluence upon the mind of Jesus. In great 
love he had labored and taught, and how 
little the apparent result ! 

But it was not in anger that Jesus pro- 
nounced the doom of these cities. He 
spoke out of the depths of a great sorrow. 
We need not suppose that he saw in vision 
the Roman armies carrying on their work 
of destruction, and deluging the region 
with blood. He only announced the in- 
evitable results of spiritual law. Woe 
unto any nation, any city, any individual, 
may still be pronounced, where there is no 
listening to the voice of truth, where the 
message of God is delivered in vain. When 
God speaks to men, it can never be a mat- 
ter of indifference whether men open or 
close their ears. 

4. Hxalted to Heaven, brought down to 
Hell. Capernaum, as has been shown, was 
the most important of Galilean cities, Its 
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citizens, no doubt, rejoiced in its prosperity, 
and were proud of its high rank. They 
might stop at times to listen to the voice of 
the Great Reformer who had taken up his 
abode among them, and sometimes talked 
of his strange sayings and strange acts. 
But he, with his little band of illiterate 
fishermen, travelling here and there, was 
nothing to them. All things went on as 
before. The caravans from the Mediter- 
ranean to Damascus stopped there, and the 
merchants displayed their wares. One cus- 
toms-collector had left his post to follow 
Jesus, but another was quickly in his place. 
The Roman garrison occupied the town, 
and soldiers came and went. The Jews 
attended their regular synagogue services, 
and thought but little of the man who, on 
one or two occasions, had occasioned so 
much excitement in the synagogue. They 
had ceased to follow him in his Sabbath 
walks to keep a rigid watch lest he should 
break the Sabbath law. There had been a 
few ripples of excitement, but no change 
in the life of the great city; and but few, 
and those of the humblest class, had been 
permanently drawn to a better life. It is 
no wonder that Jesus grieved at this. Why 
should the way, so luminous to him, be so 
forbidding to others? The ascending into 
a higher life was a slower process for men 
than he had thought. ‘The cross laid upen 
him was even heavier than he had antici- 
pated. But he did not murmur. He only 
sorrowed over the fall that must come to a 
city that would not learn the foundations of 
true greatness. Capernaum, exalted as it 
was in the imaginations of its proud inhabi- 
tants, exalted as it was in rank as com- 
pared with the other Galilean cities, must 
be brought down to the lowest depths of 
degradation and ruin. There could be no 
shutting the eyes to such a result. It was 
the inevitable working of spiritual law. 
The woe foretold soon came. Even the 
site of the city cannot now be satisfactorily 
ascertained. Men look upon a heap of 
buried ruins, and ask is this Capernaum, 
and there is no one to answer. But for the 
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fact that Jesus made that city his temporary 
home, that it became associated with his life, 
the world would not now know that Caper- 
naum had ever existed. In the sense of its 
exaltation to heaven it has been brought 
down to hell. 

5. Tyre and Sidon. These ancient com- 
mercial cities on the Mediterranean were 
Gentile cities, about twenty miles apart. 
Being near the border of the province of 
Galilee, they were well known to the Gali- 
leans and the Jews generally. Their in- 
habitants were an irreligious people, and 
were guilty of the vices that prevailed in 
ancient cities. The Jews held them in dis- 
repute, not only because of their vices, 
but because they were Gentiles; and their 
characteristics were the better known be- 
cause of their proximity. It was a strong 
statement for Jesus to make to Jews, that 
those Gentile cities, which were thought so 
lost in wickedness, would have repented had 
he lived and taught in them, as he had in 
the Galilean cities named. Jesus only ex- 
pressed the general truth, that an easy, 
self-indulgent people, who lay no claim to 
religion, can be more easily awakened to a 
true religious interest, than a people who, 
without true religious life, yet exalt them- 
selves because of their supposed enjoyment 
of God’s favor. Of two men living equally 
vicious lives, one thoughtless of the claims 
of duty, and the other proud of his reli- 
gious standing, it is not difficult to say 
which will the more easily be reached by 
the truth. That which most affected Jesus 
was the fact that his own townsmen and the 
people of his own province, who had enjoyed 
such grand opportunities of learning the 
truth, could not yet recognize the voice of 
God; and were in a worse state spiritually 
than that of many whose opportunities had 
been of far less account. 


LESSON III. 
THE JOURNEY COMMENCED. 


1. The Order of Events in Luke’s Gospel. 
In neither Gospel is the chronological order 
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of events followed. Perhaps such an order 
was impossible at the time the Gospels were 
written. Each writer selected and arranged 
the facts he has recorded in conformity to 
some plan of his own. Westcott, in his 
“¢ Introduction to the study of the Gospels,” 
argues that Luke’s plan was subjective. 
Consequently, in the arrangement of the 
material he had in his hands in reference 
to this last journey from Galilee, he does 
not give us the events and teaching in con- 
secutive order; but in such order 4s the 
nature of the subjects presented seemed to 
require, being arranged under the heads of 
‘* Preparation,” ‘* Lessons of Warning,” 
“Prayers,” ‘ Discipleship,” and ‘‘ Judg- 
ment.” Words, therefore, which may have 
been spoken before entering upon the jour- 
ney, were given as being spoken during the 
progress of the journey, because of their 
connection with the subject then introduced. 
What was said in reference to Capernaum 
and its neighboring cities is given in the 
address to the seventy, after the rejection 
by the Samaritans, because it comes under 
the head of ‘* Warning,” rather than com- 
ing under the head of ‘* Preparation,” though 
really said at Capernaum, or with Caper- 
naum in sight. 

2. The Departure. The day of departure 
arrived. Jesus, with the twelve and others 
of his followers, left Capernaum. South- 
ward they travelled across Gennesaret. 
They may have followed the path up the 
gorge, and from some height have looked 
down upon the lake and its shores. It was 
the last look of Jesus upon these familiar 
scenes. Of this he was conscious. What 
thoughts came to his mind we know not; 
but we may well believe that the occasion 
was not lost to impress upon his followers 
some lesson of good, in preparation for 
what lay before them. They proceeded 
onward, not in a direct course, but so as to 
visit the villages that lay near their route. 
‘As they entered a village, the people flocked 
to them, and Jesus taught them such truths 
as the occasion suggested. In some of the 


night. The Jews, as were eastern people 
generally, were hospitable to travellers. 
Some few would always be impressed with 
his words, and impelled to go with him, 
joining themselves to his company. 

3. Following Jesus. As Jesus was about 
leaving one of these villages, a man came 
to him with great earnestness, declaring 
that he would go with him, following 
whithersoever he should go. Had he con- 
sidered, or was he acting from sudden im- 
pulse? What were his expectations? Jesus 
reminded him that he could expect nothing 
in a worldly sense. He, himself, had not 
where to lay his head, and was dependent 
upon the hospitalities of friends. Could 
this man, for the truth’s sake, take upon 
himself a like poverty, and face whatever of 
trouble and hardship might arise? Did he 
become a follower of Jesus? We do not 
know. More than likely he turned back to 
his home. But if he did leave all to follow, 
he was received with gladness, and in spir- 
itual things was richly rewarded. 

4. Let the Dead Bury their Dead. Ano- 
ther man, hanging upon the words of Jesus, 
seemed not far from the kingdom of God. 
‘¢ Follow me,” said Jesus, ‘‘and learn to 
live in the truth of that kingdom.” But 
the man thought of the father who would 
be grieved at his taking such a step, and 
he hesitated. ‘* Suffer me to go Back, and 
live with my father through the rest of his 
days, and then I will join myself to thee.” It 
might seem to have been right for the man 
to have clung to his father, and desired to 
cheer his declining days. It would have 
been. The fact was, the following of Jesus 
did not demand a personal disregard of 
parents and friends; it only brought into 
view the paramount claims of a higher 
duty. Somehow in the divine order o 
things, the higher duty includes the lower. 
In preaching the kingdom of God the man 
would have stood in a truer and more help- 
ful position to his father, than in holding 
himself back from the truth, that he might 
abide in quietness and peace with him. It 


villages he and his friends would tarry all| was not for the man who had been made 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


alive with the truth to hold back that he 
might bury the dead. There were spiri- 
tually dead enough to bury the naturally 
dead, if circumstances required. The work 
for living men was to quicken dead souls 
-into life. The words of Jesus may seem 
a little harsh at first; but as their meaning 
is reached they are tender, as well as in- 
spiring. Did this man heed the words of 
Jesus? Undoubtedly. Jesus must have 
seen that the right spirit was really in 
him, or he would not so emphatically have 
bidden him, ‘ Preach the kingdom of 
God.” 

5. Putting the Hand to the Plough and 
Looking Back. Still another instance of 
hesitation is given in the man who would 
first go back to bid his friends farewell. 
We need not suppose that Jesus frowned 
upon the amenities of social life. He put 
obedience to the truth where it belongs, — 
above all things. What the real following 
of Jesus is, must be considered. It is not 
leaving home to travel about with him, but 
is following him in the great purpose and 
intent of life. When the word of truth 
comes to the mind and heart, takes hold 
upen the conscience, there is no need of 
consultation with friends in regard to obe- 
dience to it. The very thought of delay is 
a sign of weakness, an indignity to the truth 
itself. God, speaking through the con- 
science, is to be heard and obeyed. Above 
father and mother and kindred and friends 
is God. Indeed, love and duty towards 
them demand, first of all, obedience to God ; 
and this obedience must be free and full, or 
it is no obedience at all. 

Putting the hand to the plough is a met- 
aphorical way of expressing the taking hold 
of any kind of work. The ploughman must 
look straight ahead, or he will draw a poor 
and uneven furrow; and looking back, 
stands but poor chance of ploughing his field 
in any serviceable way at all. Thus a man 
undertaking any work, must undertake it 
with a distinct and determined purpose, and: 
must look straight onward to its accomplish- 
ment; and most of all is this required of 
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any who enter upon service in the kingdom 
of God. 

6. The Samaritan Village. Jesus had 
sent on his messengers in advance to seek 
entrance for him in the Samaritan city they 
were approaching. It was on the border- 
line between Galilee and Samaria, and is 
supposed to have been El-Gannim, or the 
“Fountain of the Gardens.” It would 
seem that Jesus intended to go to Jerusa- 
lem through Samaria. ‘These inhabitants of 
El-Gannim, learning his purpose, as is im- 
plied in the words, ‘‘ because his face was 
as though he would go to Jerusalem,” re- 
fused even to grant him and his friends 
entrance into their city. Jesus quietly ac- 
cepted this state of things, though doubtless 
grieved that any city could be shut against 
him. 

7. The Rebuke. But James and John 
looked upon this inhospitable act of the 
Samaritans with quite a different feeling. 
It must be remembered that they had all 
the Jewish hatred of the Samaritans; and 
that was intensified by this new treatment 
of their Master.. They burned with anger ; 
and without considering their words, would 
have fire come down from heaven and con- 
sume those wicked Samaritans. But Jesus 
rebuked them by his look and words. He 
reminded them that his mission was not to 
destroy, but to save men’s lives; and thus 
he taught them that patient forbearance 
under injuries which they were to manifest in 
the days to come. ‘The words, ‘‘ and said, 
ye know not what mannér of spirit ye are 
of,” are not found in the oldest manuscripts. 
They are, however, not out of harmony 
with the spirit of the rebuke. 


LESSON IV. 
SENDING OUT THE SEVENTY. 


1. Change of Route. The spirit mani- 
fested by the Samaritans led Jesus to 
change his route. He may have contem- 
plated in the beginning the traversing a 
part of Samaria, and then crossing through 
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Judea to Perea. It is quite evident, how- 
ever, that he could not determine fully 
upon his plan of travel until he knew the 
feeling of the Samaritans towards him. 
His hospitable reception on a former occa- 
sion may have led him to hope fora lke 
reception again. But the fact that he was 
going to Jerusalem was enough to bar the 
city gates against him; so there was noth- 
ing to do but to travel eastward, cross the 
Jordan into Perea,and approach Jerusalem 
from the other side. So he wound along 
the border-line between Galilee and Sama- 
ria, visiting such places as were open to 
him. 

2. Sending out the Seventy. Previous to 
his rejection by the Samaritans he had sent 
messengers in advance; but the general 
mission of the seventy, though initiated be- 
fore, was not till now fully entered upon. 
These seventy were selected, no doubt, be- 
cause of their faithfulness to him, and their 
understanding of his purposes. Matthew 
records the sending out of the twelve, and 
their instructions, which were of the same 
nature as those given to the seventy. But 
the twelve were sent to the Jews. Their 
very number was suggestive of the Jewish 
tribes. But the larger number — the sev- 
enty — indicates a wider field to be visited. 
So there were no restrictions in the direc- 
tions given in regard to what cities should 
be visited. To the Samaritans, as to the 
Jews, these preachers might go, if only the 
Samaritans would hear ; and especially were 
they to go to the Gentile cities of Perea. 
That they were to go by twos indicated 
that it was the purpose of Jesus to have his 
coming proclaimed as widely as possible; 
and to proclaim the coming of the kingdom 
of God wherever there was an opening for 
him. 

3. Preparations for Travel. These would 
generally be to provide money, which was 
carried in the belt that girded up the flow- 
ing robe; fill a leathern bag with provisions 
to be eaten on the way; to take an addi- 
tional garment for change or protection; to 
provide sandals. But the seventy were to 


lose no time in making such preparations, 
but were to trust entirely to the hospitality 
of the people among whom they were sent; 
whatever they needed they might look to 
have provided for them. They were to go 
not as luxurious travellers, but as the self- 
denying heralds of one who had not where 
to lay his head. 

4, Salutations by the Way. Were these 
but a simple bow, a shake of the hand, a 
hearty ‘‘ God bless you,” there would be but 
little reason for prohibiting them. But the 
forms of salutation among the Eastern peo- 
ple were and are very formal and tedious. 
If these salutations were to be made at the 
meeting of every chance traveller, much 
valuable time would be lost, to say nothing 
of the temptation there would be to enter 
into general conversation. The desire for 
news was as great in that time as now, and 
it was only from travellers that it could be 
obtained. It is easy to see why salutations 
were prohibited. The different heralds must 
move directly ‘on to the posts assigned 
them, and there deliver their message. 
There could be no loitering by the way. 

5. Upon entering a House. They were 
to give the usual salutation. If they were 
kindly received, and they found there the 
spirit of peace, their blessing would be upon 
the house. If not, then their blessing would 
return to them. When a gift is tendered, if 
it is not received, it comes back, of course, 
to the giver. There is no harm in asking 
the blessing of peace on a house, though the 
family are not in a condition to receive it. 
The good that is tendered or besought for 
others, though not received, is not without 
its blessing to the heart that would bestow 
it. 

6. Go not from House to House. Ina 
hospitable village the messengers, according 
to custom, would be invited to visit from 
house to house, and feasted with the best 
that could be offered. In accepting these 
invitations, and conforming to the usual 
ceremonies, a great deal of time would be 
lost, and the great work of the mission hin- 
dered. So wherever they took up their 
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abode at first they were to stay, eating such 
things as were set before them. All the 
time possible they were to devote to kindly 
offices, and proclaiming the coming of the 
kingdom of God. 

7. Wiping off the Dust. To the Jews the 
very dust of Gentile cities was defiling. 
They were very careful upon leaving such 
a city to remove the dust from their feet 
and sandals. The act of wiping the dust 
from the feet under the circumstances indi- 
cated, had a symbolic meaning. It was 
saying to the people of such a city, I regard 
you as alien and wicked. I separate my- 
self from you. The cities which would not 
receive. the messengers — thus refusing the 
kingdom of God which had been brought 
so near to them— would meet with a fate 
worse than that of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
These latter cities were overwhelmed by a 
natural catastrophe, as the Jews thought 
for their wickedness. But greater would 
be the depravity of a city, more hopeless 
its moral condition, worse its fate spiritually 
considered, that should refuse to listen to 
the nessengers of truth, preparing the way 
for the coming of the kingdom of God. 

8. The Purpose of Jesus. Instead of 
going unheralded, and losing time in gather- 
ing the people to listen to him, Jesus sought 
to awaken the people of the whole region 
to an interest in him and his message. To 
all his movements he gave the greatest 
publicity possible. Wherever he went the 
people had been notified of his approach, 
told the nature of his message, and looked 
for him as for one coming in the name of 
the Lord. They quickly gathered together 
as the tidings that he had come went from 
house to house. The sick were brought to 
be healed; and there was an expectation of 
some great manifestation of power. The 
way was thus opened for his work to be 
done, and words of truth to be uttered. 


“Tr is not just as we take it, 
This mystical world of ours; 
Life’s field will yield, as we make it, 
A harvest of thorns or flowers.” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL DISCUSSION AT 
SARATOGA. 


Tue last afternoon of the National Con- 
ference of Unitarian and other Christian 
Churches, at Saratoga, was occupied with a 
discussion in relation to Sunday-school in- 
struction. Rev. Oscar Clute, of Newark, 
N. J., led off with the following resolu- 
tion: — 

Resolved, That it is important that the funda- 
mental principles of Christianity contained in the 
the New Testament, as generally interpreted by 
Unitarians, should be taught carefully and fully, 
with the Scriptural proofs of the same, in our 
Sunday schools. 


_ During previous debates, the statement 
had been made by one speaker, and cor- 
roborated by others, that the Unitarians of 
the present day were not so well versed 
in the distinctive Unitarian doctrines as 
were the Unitarians of twenty years ago. 
If this were the fact, as seemed to be gen- 
erally admitted, Mr. Clute thought it was 
time that the Sunday schools should earn- 
estly engage in the work of teaching the 
Christianity of the New Testament in some 
definite form. 

Mrs. Coleman, of Buffalo, N. Y., told 
of the terrible effect which the doctrines 
taught her in her childhood had in arousing 
her fears and clouding her life; and con- 
tended that children should be taught that 
God was always, under all circumstances, 
their Father. They should have a definite 
knowledge of our doctrines, and be able 
clearly to state them and to defend them. 

Rev. 8. R. Calthrop, of Syracuse, N. Y., 
said that our mothers gave us an environ- 
ment of prayer, organized within us in 
some way the habit of reverence. Why 
do not we, with our better ideas of God, do 
the same thing with our children? Why 
do not we kneel and pray with them daily, 
and thus form in them the habit of prayer? 

Rey. S. P. Putnam, of Omaha, Neb., 
thought the children should be taught the 
principles of Christianity. We should put 
our best in the Sunday schools; and they 
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should be a part of the organic life of the 
Church. 

Rey. E. C. Towne, of Easton, Mass., 
thought there was something more impor- 


_ tant than teaching texts of Scripture, 


and that was teaching with the living 
spirit. 

Rev. H. H. Barber, of Somerville, Mass., 
thought it very certain that the kind of re- 
ligious education we desire for our children 
would not be gained by leaving them to 
themselves. Christian principles must be 
wrought into their lives. 

Rev. F. A. Farley, D.D., N. Y., said 
the resolution was in harmony with the 
practice of his life. Our churches are now 
suffering because our children have not 
been brought up in the truths of revela- 
tion. Children should be taught thoroughly 
the truths we believe. 

Rev. H. W. Bellows, D.D., of New 
York, wanted better text-books, better 
teachers, and better ministers. He felt 
that he had been neglectful of his duty in 
regard to the Sunday school, and he meant 
to consecrate himself more thoroughly to 
Sunday-school work. 

Rev. Thomas Hill, D.D., of Portland, 
Me., was in hearty agreement with what 
had been said. The demand was for good 
character and good surroundings. We 
have the best culture, and should have the 
best text-books and teachers for our 
Sunday schools. 

John Kneeland, of Boston, spoke of the 
aim of the Sunday-school Society to meet 
the wants of the Sunday schools. Truth 
in living examples was more to children 
than truth in abstract forms. Hence the 
importance of studying the life of Jesus, 
and the lives of holy men. 

Hon. G. Washington Warren, of Char- 
lestown, Mass., thought the resolution con- 
tained the gist of the whole matter. We 
cannot do better than to teach children in 
the words of Scripture. © 

Rey. W. R. G. Mellen, of Albany, N. Y., 
thanked, for himself and others, the Secre- 
tary of the Sunday-school Society for what 


he had done. He was grateful also for the 
wise work accomplished by the Ladies’ 
Commission. The great thing wanted in 
the hearts of all is the love of truth and 
righteousness. He would impress upon 
teachers the importance of continuing with 
their classes, if possible, for a series of 
years. ‘ 

W.H. Baldwin, of Boston, wanted con- 
secration of heart on the part of teachers. 
He liked the resolution, and would have the 
life and character of Jesus Christ taught in 
the Sunday schools. He thought the clergy 
could do nothing better for their churches 
than to be active in the Sunday school. 

Richard Humphreys, of Boston, felt that 
the discussion had not been an encouraging 
one for teachers. If the demand was for 
teachers of great culture, many teachers 
must retire from the work. But the best 
qualified teacher he had ever known, as far 
as Biblical knowledge was concerned, was 
a failure. He thought it most important 
that the heart of the teacher should be 
filled with the love of God, and the love of 
children. 

Rey. J. M. L. Babcock, of Groton, Mass., 
hoped no teacher would be discouraged on 
account of what had been said. It must 
be remembered that those who talk most 
glibly about Sunday schools often know 
the least about them. 

The vote was taken upon Mr. Clute’s 
resolution, and it unanimously passed. 

He then offered another, which also re- 
ceived the unanimous indorsement of the 
Conference, and was as follows: — 

ftesolved, That we recognize the great impor- 
tance of Teachers’ Meetings and Teachers’ Insti- 
tutes in preparing Sunday-school teachers for their 
great work, and that we urge upon individual 
schools the need of maintaining regular teachers? 
meetings, and upon our Local Conferences the 


need of establishing institutes for the purpose of 
instructing and inspiring teachers. 


“Press forward to the perfect mind; 
Keep thy heart calm ail day, 

And catch the words the Spirit there 
From hour to hour may say.” 
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CRITICISMS. 


Unnper this head, in the March ‘‘ Guide,” 
we gave an extract from the letter of a 
minister, strongly interested in his Sunday 
school, and having pretty clear ideas of 
what he thought should be done in the Sun- 
day school, in which letter he discontinued 
his subscription for the ‘‘ Sunday-School 
Lessons,” on the ground that they were 
neither instructive nor suggestive. He has 
lately written to us a very kind letter, from 
which we give the following extract : — 


September 14. 


I wish to make the amende honorable for my 
letter to you last January. That was sincere, but 
I am now convinced, over hasty and unduly 
harsh. I haye learned several new things during 
the past year, and modified several old ideas. My 
notions of the kind of lesson needed by the Sun- 
day school have not changed, but I have become 
convinced of the practical impossibility of carry- 
ing them out. 

Tn looking over, in this light, such numbers of 
your ‘‘ Lessons”? as have come to me the past 
year, I have come to realize that they are far bet- 
ter adapted to the wants and possibilities of Sun- 
day-school teaching than I at first gave ‘them 
credit for being. At the same time I am certain 
they have improved. The addition of the “ Cen- 
tral Truth,” and of the headings to the ‘‘ Guide” 
paragraphs, gives a definiteness which Sunday- 
school lessons very much need. 

I cannot say that I am altogether satisfied with 
the ‘*Lessons.’? You would not expect that. 
But Iam so nearly satisfied that it is probable, 
though not certain, that I shall return to them 
again. « 

We thank our friend. We have tried 
from the beginning to make these lessons 
suitable for class use. In every lesson 
there is an aim to show the truth that Jesus 
apprehended, and how he taught and lived 
it. Just what the working of a lesson will 
be in any given class we cannot tell. But 
as teachers express to us the difficulties 
they meet with, and make suggestions of 
changes that seem to them desirable, we 
are always glad to listen to them, and are 
disposed to profit by their suggestions. 
We trust that by such a course the ‘‘ Les- 
sons” have been improved, and that they 


will be still further improved. That good 
comes from them we are always glad to 
learn; and, still more glad to learn how 
they may be improved in form and substance 
so as to accomplish more good. 


CONVENTION GLEANINGS. 


WueEN will superintendents and review- 
ers cease to address the Sunday school as 
‘‘children,” when half of those present are 
adults? The boys and girls grown tall need 
more manly management than that. 

Do you wish to avoid criticism? Just let 
the Sunday-school take care of itself! let 
every teacher do what is “right in his own 
eyes!” Pastor or superintendent may urge 
and exhort to duty, but when he begins to 
lay plans, to organize, to put responsibility 
upon each one, then the toes of somebody’s 
prejudices are pinched. 

Between those who ‘‘ believe in the Sun- 
day school studying the Bible;” those who 
don’t know whether ‘‘ Romans” is in the 
Old Testament or the New; those who 
know all about the Bible and are afraid 
somebody will find it out; and those who 
oppose every thing because it is new, — 
the Berean Lessons frequently have a hard 
time of it. 

Teachers’ meetings are “‘a good thing,” 
“a great help.” Why do they languish and 
die? Because the militia system is pursued, 
and even the requirements of that are left 
out. In this ‘‘arm of the service” none 
but ‘‘ regulars ” will be regular. Let the 
roll be called, and no one excused unless 
really on the sick list. The drill officer 
must be versed in the tactics of preparation, 
persistence, and perspicuity. 

One has gained a decided victory over 
self who can talk freely with an opponent 
on disputed points without ‘ controversy.” 

There is a serious evil J have seen un- 
der the roof of the meeting-house, namely, 
to be always “tired” of the real object 
of the Sunday school, —an wunderstand- 
ing of the lesson, —and a disposition 
to, enjoy only that which pleases, such as 


OS ee 
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singing, &c., instead of that which requires | The waves have washed fresh sands upon the shore 


an effort, that profits first and then pleases. 

“Dig and be thorough,” was the oft- 
repeated injunction of our old professor in 
the academy. The terse precept applies 
fittingly to teachers and scholars in Sunday 
schools. If you would profitably learn the 
lesson, ‘* Dig and be thorough.” 

The pastor should be the leading spirit 
of the Sunday schools in his charge. But 
the slothful indifference and loveless apathy 
of some shepherds is shameful and sinful. 
Therefore their schools languish. But almost 
any Sunday school with an able man, earnest 
and enthusiastic and patient, to guide and 
care for it, will thrive and become a praise 
among men. Anciently it was said, “ Bet- 
ter is an army of stags with a lion for a 
leader, than an army of lions with a stag 
for a leader.” Pastor, you have soldiers, 


and can get recruits. Lead them and drill 
them. Sunday-school Journal. 
® 


PATHWAYS IN PALESTINE. 


TuE pathways of thy land are little changed 
Since thou wert there; 

The busy world through other ways has ranged, 
And left these bare. 


The rocky path still climbs the glowing steep 
Of Olivet; 

Though rains of two millenniums wear it deep, 
Men tread it yet. 


Still to the gardens o’er the brook it leads, 
Quiet and low; 

Before his sheep the shepherd on it treads, 
His voice they know. 


The wild fig throws broad shadows o’er it still 
As once o’er thee; 

Peasants go home at evening up that hill 
To Bethany. 


? 


As when gazing thou didst weep o’er them, 
From height to height 

The white roofs of discrowned Jerusalem 
Burst on our sight. 


These ways were strewed with garments once, and 
palm, 
Which we tread thus; 
Here through thy triumph on thou passedst, calm 
On to thy cross. 


Of Galilee; 
But chiselled in the hillsides evermore 
Thy paths we see. 


Man has not changed them in that slumbering land, 
Nor time effaced; 

Where thy feet trod to bless, we still may stand; 
All can be traced. 


Yet we have traces of thy footprints, far 
Truer than theses 

Where’er the poor and tired and suffering are, 
Thy steps Faith sees. 


Nor with fond, sad regrets, thy steps we trace; 
Thou art not dead! 

Our path is onward, and we see thy face, 
And hear thy tread. 


And now, wherever meets thy lowliest band 
In praise and prayer, 
There is thy presence, there thy ‘‘ Holy Land,’? — 
Thou, thou, art there! 
The Three Wakings. 


BETTER TEACHERS. 


Tue ‘‘ Baptist Teacher” gives the fol- 
lowing plan for getting better teachers : — 


1. Let each one resolve to be a better 
teacher himself. 2. Let all together pray | 
that the Lord of the harvest will raise up 
such laborers as the whitening fields de- | 
mand. 3. Let the pastor and superinten- | 
dent conjointly seek out such elements of | 
power in the church as ought to be employed _ 
in the school, and never let them go till they | 
have brought them in. 4. Let a Normal 
Class be formed, in which the teachers of ’ 
the future shall be trained, and ‘thoroughly. 
furnished unto all good works.” 
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LESSON I.—THE GALILEAN MINISTRY. 


“That voice’s echo hath not died ; 
From the blue lake of Galilee, 
From Tabor’s lonely mountain side, 
It calls a struggling world to Thee.” 


[Oor. 4.] 


SCRIPTURE 


And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness, 


WHITTIER. 
READINGS. 


Then he called his twelve disciples together, and 
gave them power and authority over all devils, and 
to cure diseases. And they departed, and went 


and all manner of disease among the people. — | through the towns, preaching the gospel, an-i 


MATT. iv. 23. 


healing everywhere. — LUKE ix. 1, 5. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — For two or three years Jesus labored mainly in his own province 
of Galilee, and sought to convert the Galileans to the truth. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What four provinces were included in what 
is called Palestine ? 

Judea, Galilee, Samaria, and Perea. 

2. Which of these were inhabited mostly by 
Jews? 

Judea and Galilee. 

8. In which province was the home of Jesus? 

4. Do you find, as far as we have studied his 
life, that he did most of his teaching in this 
province ? 

5. Did he stay at Capernaum and preach to the 
people, or did he go all over the province? 

He went all over the province, nto all the towns 
and villages. 

6. Did he do this more than once? 

Yes: three times he went from town to town, 
“ went about doing good.” 


7. Did the people believe in Jesus, and receive 
his word? 

At first they came to him in great crowds, and 
seemed to believe in him. 

8. Did they really become his disciples ? 

No: there were but few who were willing to 
change their lives, and live to do good as Jesus 
wished. 

9. How do you think this made Jesus feel ? 

10. Was he generally safe from personal vio- 
lence in Galilee? 

Yes ; but once, in his own town of Nazareth, he 
was attacked by a mob. 

11. What may we say of the Galileans, at the 
end of his ministry among them ? 

The mass of them did not believe in him, but were 
not so unfriendly as some of the Jews in Jerusalem. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Give an outline of the principal movements 
of Jesus from his first public appearance to the 
point reached in the “ Lessons.’’ 

fle went to the Jordan to be baptized by John; 
went into the wilderness; returned to Galilee, 
visiting Cana and Capernaum ; went to Jerusalem 
to the Passover ; returned through Samaria, again 
going to Cana; after a few months went to Jeru- 
salem to a Feast; returned to Nazareth; took up 
his abode at Capernaum ; taking the first-called of 
his disciples with him, he made his net circuit of 
Galilee ; returned to Capernaum; his twelve dis- 
ciples chosen, he met them on a mountain ; after a 
few weeks in Capernaum, made ‘his second Gali- 


lean circuit; returned to Capernaum; after a 
short stay, sent the twelve to make a circuit of Gali- 
lee, and started upon his third circuit ; returned to 
Capernaum ; crossed to the other side of the sea; 
returned ; went with his disciples into the borders 
of Tyre and Sidon; returned to Capernaum ; 
crossed the sea, and went northward to Cesarea 
Philippi; took Peter, James, and John into a 
high mountain ; returned to Capernaum; after a 
short time went to Jerusalem to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles; returned, as is supposed, to Capernaum. 

2. What acts or teachings of Jesus can you 
connect with the various movements mentioned 
above? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Outline as above; the length of the Galilean ministry; the apparent purpose of Jesus; the 
thoroughness with which he executed his purpose; the impression made upon the Galileans; the 


permanent results; the disappointment of Jesus. 
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LESSON II.—THE LAST 


[Oor. 11.] 


VISIT TO CAPERNAUM. 


“ How beauteous were the marks divine, 
That in thy meekness used to shine, 
That lit thy lonely pathway, trod 
In wondrous love, O Son of God!” 


COxXE. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Beth- 
saida! for if the mighty works had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they 
had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth 


MATT. xi. 21-23; 


! 


and ashes. But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted 
to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell. — 
LUKE x. 13-15. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus, oppressed by the unbelief of the people among whom 
he had most lived and taught, sadly contemplated the evils that must come upon them. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Do we know that Jesus returned to Galilee 
from Jerusalem, after the Feast of Tabernacles ? 

No: we are not certain about it; but we must 
suppose that he did, or we shall not know how to 
bring in the journey to Jerusalem that Luke éells 
ws about. 

2. In what city was the home of Jesus? 

8. Did he preach more in that city, and do more 
wonderful works, than in other cities. 

4. What cities were near by, where he also very 
often taught ? . 
nS ra (Ko-rdi/-zin) and Bethsaida (Beth-sa’- 

tt). 
5. Were the people of these cities made better 
by his teaching ? 

No: almost all of the people paid no attention to 
his words, and kept on in their wicked ways. 

6. Did Jesus know that destruction would come 
upon these cities ? 

Yes: destruction, sooner or later, always comes 
upon people who live wickedly. 


FOR OLDER 


1. Has any one of the gospel-writers related 
events strictly in the order of their occurrence ? 

2. If we follow John’s gospel, shall we suppose 
there was a return to Galilee after the Feast of 
Tabernacles ? 

No; and tf we confined ourselves to the other 
Gospels, we should not know that Jesus went to that 

east. 
J 3. Why do we conclude that Jesus returned to 
Galilee alter that feast? 

Because the journey described by Luke cannot be 
édentical with the journey described by John, and 
as it was his last journey must have occurred after- 
wards. 

4. Has Luke in the many chapters devoted to 
this journey, beginning chap. ix. 51, given events 
in chronological order ? 


Lividently not; anditis very difficult to dispose 


7. Do you think that Jesus was angry with the 
people because they did not hear him, or did he 
pity their blindness ? 

8. For what was Jesus then preparing ? 

For his departure into the other provinces, where 
he was going to teach in all the towns and cities 
that he could, just as he had in Galilee. 

9. Did he expect ever to come back to his old 
home? 

No: theend of his journey was Jerusalem, and 
he well knew what must there be his fate. 

10. Would this more strongly excite his pitying 
love for his neighbors, and all the people of his 
loved Galilee? 

11. What was the great wish of his heart? 

That they might all know the truth, and serve 
God as their Father. 

12. Had he done all that was possible to make 
them know and love the truth ? 

_He could do only one thing more ; and that was, to 
die for the truth. 


SCHOLARS, 


of them all. Some of them may have occurred at 
Capernaum before the journey commenced. 

5. Would not the words of the Scripture of this 
lesson be more likely to have been suggested at 
Capernaum than after Jesus had left Galilee? | 

6. How would you explain them in reference to 
his feeling at that time ? | 

7. Where were Tyre and Sidon, and what is 
the force of the reference to them? | 

8. Why was the impression upon the mind of 
Jesus that he should never return to Galilee? 

9. Is it not likely that he selected and instructed 
the seventy (Luke x. 1) before leaving Caper- | 
naum ? 

10. In what ways, therefore, would you con- : 
ceive him as very active during his short stay ? 

_ 11. What was the grand purpose which he had | 
in view in the plan of journeying he adopted? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Return of Jesus to Galilee after the Feast 
plan of operations he had adopted; the selecti 
disciples; the woe pronounced upon Capernaum 
open to the truth than the Jewish; the greater 


of Tabernacles; length of stay at Capernaum; the ¢ 
on of the seventy; general conversations with his ¢ 
, and the neighboring cities; the Gentile mind more ¢ 
the opportunity, the greater the sin of neglect. 


| 


a 
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LESSON III.— THE JOURNEY COMMENCED. 


“ Onward, like thee, through scorn and dread, 
May we our Father’s call obey; 


[Ocr. 18.] 


Steadfast, thy path of 


duty tread; 


And rise, through death, to endless day! ” 


BULFINOCH. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And it came to pass, when the time was near for 
his being received up, that he himself steadily set 
his face to goto Jerusalem. And he sent mes- 
sengers before him; and they went and entered a 
city of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 
And they did not receive him, because his face 
was as if he were going to Jerusalem. And the 
disciples, James and John, on seeing it, said, Lord, 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus commence 


wilt thou have us bid fire come down from heaven, 
and consume them? But he turned and re- 
buked them, And they went to another village. 

After these things, the Lord appointed also 
seventy others, and sent them two and two before 
him into every city and place where he him-~ 
self was about to come. — LUKE ix. 51-56; x. 1. 
— Noyes’s Translation. 


d this journey in the spirit of a complete 


self-sacrifice, and with the determined purpose to work while it was yet day. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Jesus had made all his plans for the 
journey to Jerusalem, what did he do? 

One morning in early November, he left Caper- 
naum with his followers. 

2. How many were with him? 

Probably two or three hundred. Seventy had 
been selected to qo, two by two, into such places as 
he was going to visit, to prepare for his reception. 

8. Can you imagine them gathering in Caper- 
naum, and then travelling out of the city, across 
the plain of Gennesaret (Gen-nes/-a-ret) ? 

4. As they ascended the high hills, would they 
turn and look down upon the beautiful Jake, and 


6. As they journeyed southward, would they 
pass through any Galilean villages? 

Yes: many. Jesus was in no hurry, and 
stopped to teach the people in every villuge. He 
would go out of his way, that he might visit as 
many villages as possible. 

7. Did be gain new followers as he went on? 

Yes: in almost every place where he taught, 
there were some who heard him gladly, and wished 
| to go with him. 

8. Did he want them to feel that it would be 
-easy and pleasant to follow him? 
No: he said to-one, Foxes have holes, and the 


the cities and villages on its shores ? 

5. Do you suppose Jesus took one of these 
occasions to talk to his followers of what they 
were leaving behind, and the work before them ? 

No doubt hedid. It is very likely that it was 
with the lake and the cities upon which he pro- 


nounced the woe, in sight, that he told the seventy | 


what they were to do. 


FOR OLDER 


1. Describe the manner in whieh you think 
Jesus left Capernaum. 

2. Upon what principle do you suppose he 
selected the seventy ? 

8. Did he send them in advance to the Galilean 
towns that lay in his way? 

Probably not. He had visited these towns before. 
He at first kept the seventy with him. 

4. Describe what probably occurred as Jesus 
visited these towns on his way southward. 

5. What did the answer to the man who would 
follow him whithersoever he went imply ? 

6. To the man who wished first to go and bury 
his father ? 

Notice that‘ dead” is first used in its spiritual 
sense, then in its natural. He might leave the 


birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 
| hath not where to lay his head. 

| 9. What town did he approach where the peo- 
ple would not receive him? 

| A town in Samaria, just on the border. 

10. Why did Jesus rebuke James and John? 
For their anger against these Samaritans. 

11. What lesson did he thus teach ? 


SCHOLARS. 


spiritually dead to take care of their natural dead. 
His duty was to awaken the spiritually dead to life. 

7. To the man who wished to bid his friends at 
home farewell ? 

8. As a general rule, when a man has made up 
his mind to accomplish a certain object, what 
should he do? 

9. As Jesus approached the Samaritan border, 
what did he do? : 

10. With what intelligence did they return ? 

11. How do you account for the determination 
of those villagers not to receive Jesus and his 
company ? 

12. What was the difference between the disci- 
ples, James and John, an@ their Master, in regard 
to this inhospitable act ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


' Leaving Capernaum; instruction by the way; the Galilean villages; self-denial required to- 
follow Jesus ; the dead burying their dead; putting the hand to the plough and looking back; the: 
Samaritan village ; why admission was refused; the anger of James and Jobn; the Master’s rebuke. 


\ 


16 ' SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON IV.—_SENDING OUT THE SEVENTY. 


“Go, messengers of peace and love, 
To people plunged in shades of night; 
Like angels sent from fields above, 
Be thine to shed celestial light.” 


[Ocr. 25.] 


SCRIPTURE 


Go forth; lo! LI send you as lambs into the 
midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; salute no one by the way. And into 
whatever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to 
this house. And if a son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon it; if not, it shall return to 
you. And abide in the same house, eating and 
drinking such things as they give; for the laborer is 
worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to 
house. And into whatever city ye enter, and they 


BALFOUR. 


READINGS. 


receive you, eat what is set before you, and heal 
the sick that are therein, and say to them, The 
kingdom of God hath come near to you. 
But into whatever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go out into its streets and say, Even the 
dust of your city that cleaveth to our feet we wipe 
off to you; but know this, that the kingdom of 
God hath come near. And I tell you, that it will 
be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for 
that city. — LUKE x. 3-12. — Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— These messengers were to lose no time, but confine themselves 
strictly to their mission, which was to do good, and proclaim the coming of Jesus. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Was it the purpose of Jesus when he com- 
menced this journey to teach in Samaria? 

Yes; but, as the Samaritans would not receive 
him, he changed his course, and travelled eastward 
to go to Jerusalem another way. 

2. Now that he knew what course he must take, 
what did he do? 

He sent the seventy before him to go into the 
towns that lay on or near his route, to prepare the 
people to receiwe him. 

8. Does his sending so many, and only two to 
one town or village, show that he meant to visit 
a great many places ? 

4. Why did he wish them to make no prepara- 
tions for their journeyings, and not to salute men 
on the way ? 

Because there was need of haste, and all these 
things would take time. 


FOR OLDER 


1. As Jesus could not. go through Samaria, 
what route did he have to take in his journeying 
towards Jerusalem ? 

2. As long as it was uncertain what route he 
would take, could he have sent his messengers in 
advance ? 

8. What were the instructions he gave these 
messengers ? 

4. Were these somewhat like the instructions 
he had civen his disciples on a former occasion. 
(Matt. x. 5-15)? 

5. What were the disciples forbidden to do, 
which the seventy were not ? 

6. What in the directions to the seventy showed 
that haste was demanded? 


5. How were their wants to be provided for? 

By the people whom they visited. 

6. Did Jesus wish them to be satisfied with 
their entertainment, however poor it might be? 

Yes: to think nothing of themselves, but to do 
all the good they could. 

7. What salutation were they required to give 
when they entered a house? 

Peace be to this house. 

8. If the family received the good news and 
help they brought, would the peace really come ? 

9. Suppose they were not kindly received in a 
city, what were they to do? 

They were to go out into its streets, and, as they 
left, wipe off its very dust from their sandals. 

10. Do you think, when Jesus went into the 
cities that these men had visited, that he found 
the people glad to receive him ? 


SCHOLARS. 


7. What do you suppose was the course pur- 
sued by two messengers as they entered a city? 

8. Can you give any reasons for the directions 
they were to follow when in the city? 

9. What was the idea expressed in their pro- 
claiming the kingdom of God near? 

10. Why were they at times as lambs among 
wolves? 

11. If they were not hospitably received, what 
were they to do? 

12. What did such an act signify ? 

Separation from that people on account of their 
alien and wicked character. 


13. How would this mission of the seventy help 
Jesus in his work ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The change of route; the seventy sent forth: 
journey; why dispensed with; salutations by the way; 
in the city; the message to be delivered; the symbolic act of wi 
day; more tolerable for Sodom; the opening the way for Jesus. 


lambs among wolves; general preparations for a 
salutation upon entering a house: conduct 
ping the dust from the sandals; that 


